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Trivia Question
What U.S. professional sports teams have (or had) a pheasant as a mascot?

USDA and Legislative News

With state legislatures coming back to session in the coming months, PF&QF Director of Government
Affairs Swanny Evans recently wrote a blog previewing what’s coming up on the state affairs front. You
can also check out the recent PF&QF On The Wing podcast on the same topic.

Andrew Schmidt, Swanny’s counterpart for national legislation, reports that PF&QF led a coalition of
signers on a letter to Agriculture Committee leadership describing the importance of the Conservation
Reserve Program on its 40" year anniversary. The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) was
also a signatory (see their description below), and more details are available in a PF&QF blog post by
Mikayla Peper.

Jenny Prenosil of Nebraska Game and Parks is currently serving as the Interim Agricultural Policy
Program Manager for AFWA. Jenny’s latest newsletter included the following items:

e AFWA was included as an original signatory for a conservation organization coalition CRP
support letter which was sent to Ag. Committee leadership - Senators Boozman (R-AR) and
Klobuchar (D-Ml), and Representatives Thompson (R-PA) and Craig (D-MN). This letter took a
high-level approach emphasizing the importance that CRP has played in wildlife conservation
and as a safety net program for agriculture. CRP turned 40 on Dec 23, and we hope this letter
drives home the importance of reauthorizing and improving the program.

e USDA is launching a new Regenerative Agriculture Pilot Program, with $700 million for practices
through EQIP ($400 million) and CSP ($300 million) to adopt whole farm regenerative practices.
Applications for both EQIP and CSP can be submitted under a new single regenerative
application process. State NRCS’s are to use 25% of existing allocated financial assistance dollars
for this. Primary conservation practices can be found on NRCS’s webpage here: Regenerative
Pilot Program | Natural Resources Conservation Service

e AFWA continues to anticipate a USDA Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for VPA HIP early
in the new calendar year. We also anticipate a NOFO for RCPP early in the calendar year, with
the possibility of an expedited application and review time. Please keep in touch with your state
NRCS offices and partnering agencies and organizations as more information becomes available.

AFWA also just advertised the Agricultural Policy Program Manager position, so maybe Jenny can go
back to doing just one job pretty soon. Thanks to her and her agency for stepping up to fill a need for
our community!


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pheasantsforever.org%2FBlogLanding%2FBlogs%2FPheasants-Forever%2FFrom-Preparation-to-Action-What-s-Ahead-for-Upland-Habitat-and-Hunting-in-the-2026-State-Legislativ.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cstaylor%40pheasantsforever.org%7C4e9e7eaef5cb4db35e8108de4ef496fe%7Caa7f2878315845b4bbebd7b7b3fe4ae3%7C0%7C0%7C639035009593258060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MHpuoM0i80gFLysHgUtShuwSQStdIJQhQe4J2iHQqNM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpheasantsforever.org%2FBlogLanding%2FBlogs%2FPheasants-Forever%2FPODCAST-EP-343-Breaking-Down-2026-s-Projected-Conservation-Battles-at-the-State-Level.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cstaylor%40pheasantsforever.org%7C4e9e7eaef5cb4db35e8108de4ef496fe%7Caa7f2878315845b4bbebd7b7b3fe4ae3%7C0%7C0%7C639035009593311642%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4t1sk0Hu7oJgr1kKhoOLMtof6ckue03B7Kwg12yQDr8%3D&reserved=0
https://pheasantsforever.org/BlogLanding/Blogs/Pheasants-Forever/Hunters-and-Conservationists-Celebrate-the-Conservation-Reserve-Program-s-40th-Anniversary.aspx
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/8617/6779/9602/2026_Program_Manager_Farm_Bill_Announcment_2026.pdf

Notes from Around the Pheasant Range

Ed Gorman (Technical Committee, Colorado) announced his retirement from Colorado Parks and
Wildlife as of December 31, 2025. Ed was a contributor to both the 2013 and 2021 versions of the
National Pheasant Plan and a long-time member to the Technical Committee, and we appreciate his
service to both efforts. No word yet on a timeline for Ed’s replacement.

For those are analyzing sound files from automated recording units, Todd Bogenschutz (Technical
Committee, lowa) passed along a note about a new R package called birdnetToolsR (https://birdnet-
team.github.io/birdnetTools/articles/birdnetTools.html). | haven’t tried using it yet, but the new
package apparently has a few more utilities than an older package (birdnetR) that has been around a
while.

I've largely completed analyses to estimate national and state pheasant habitat and population metrics
through 2024 (2025 data from the USGS North American Breeding Bird Survey data set is not yet
available). | presented the national population and nesting habitat trends in last month’s update, but
below are some additional details associated with those trends.

Nesting habitat metrics presented in the second edition of the National Plan were current through 2019.
Since then, USDA data show that range-wide acres of all five nesting habitat types that were included in
the Plan have declined, with the largest percentage loss (20%) occurring for CRP.

Habitat Mean Acres, 2015-2019 Mean Acres, 2020-2024 Change (%)
CRP 16,880,000 13,450,000 -20.3
Small Grains 33,740,000 30,300,000 -10.2
Pasture 180,290,000 178,730,000 -0.9
Grass Hay 10,570,000 10,520,000 -0.5
Alfalfa 12,320,000 11,260,000 -8.6

The composite nesting habitat index used in the National Plan (CRP Acre Equivalents, or “CAEs”)
represents both quantity and quality of acres available to pheasants. Long-term trends in CAEs
contributed by each nesting habitat type suggest CRP is no longer the greatest individual contributor to
national pheasant productivity, being surpassed by pasture in the most recent five-year period.
Contributions by small grains also continue their long-term decline, but less rapidly than those for CRP.


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirdnet-team.github.io%2FbirdnetTools%2Farticles%2FbirdnetTools.html&data=05%7C02%7Cstaylor%40pheasantsforever.org%7C1bc4c87d8cd24cf55c4408de489d728a%7Caa7f2878315845b4bbebd7b7b3fe4ae3%7C0%7C0%7C639028038246310658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yexha8Qz1bjTjPtNe6cDSvGqtCWGux6yPHyyhy16KOI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirdnet-team.github.io%2FbirdnetTools%2Farticles%2FbirdnetTools.html&data=05%7C02%7Cstaylor%40pheasantsforever.org%7C1bc4c87d8cd24cf55c4408de489d728a%7Caa7f2878315845b4bbebd7b7b3fe4ae3%7C0%7C0%7C639028038246310658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yexha8Qz1bjTjPtNe6cDSvGqtCWGux6yPHyyhy16KOI%3D&reserved=0
https://nationalpheasantplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Pheasant-News-and-Notes-Dec-25.pdf

CAE Trends by Habitat Type, 1990-2024
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While CRP remains important for the time being, pheasants in more areas may soon be living in a post-
CRP landscape. I'll be presenting some state-specific results at our Technical Committee meeting later
this month.

Finally, as you know I’'m always
on the lookout for pheasant
references in popular culture.

| found this one while binge-
watching reruns of Mad Men.
Nice tie!




Pheasant-relevant Media

Understanding OnX Hunt and Pheasants Forever’s new PATH program

Ranchers suggest ways to better CRP program

The early popularity of lowa’s pheasant season created scheduling conflicts

SDSU’s Annual Dean’s Pheasant Hunt celebrates South Dakota

North Dakota hunter bags a rare, snow-white pheasant

A first-timer’s pheasant hunt shows where the wild things are

Why 2026 could see the end of the Farm Bill era of American agriculture policy

USDA reorganization to be completed in 2026, Vaden says

Working lands wins: extension sets stage for Farm Bill debate in 2026

For some male pheasants, love really is blind — their elaborate feathers obstruct their vision
Montana Ag: Pheasant program at state prison creates unique opportunities

Gamekeeper due in court charged with killing bird of prey on a pheasant shooting estate in Yorkshire
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Trivia Answer

The Aberdeen (SD) Pheasants were a Class A minor league farm team for the Baltimore Orioles (and
their predecessor, the St. Louis Browns) from 1946 until 1971. The team’s mascot was a cartoon
pheasant named Philbert. Orioles Hall-of-Famers Jim Palmer and Earl Weaver spent part of their careers
as Aberdeen Pheasants, and the “Nuke” LaLoosh character in the movie Bull Durham was reportedly
based on Pheasants’ pitcher Steve Dalkowski, who struck out 21 and walked 8 in a no-hitter for the
team.

Another minor league baseball team, the Sioux Falls (SD) Canaries, briefly changed their mascot to the
“Fighting Pheasants” during 2010-2012, but resumed their original name thereafter.

Now that pheasant season is about over, when does spring training start?
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This update is brought to you by the National Wild Pheasant Conservation Plan and Partnerships. Our mission is to
foster science-based, socially-supported policies and programs that enhance wild pheasant populations, provide
recreational opportunities to pheasant hunters, and support the economics and social values of communities. You
can find us on the web at https.//nationalpheasantplan.org.
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