Pheasant News and Notes
November 2025

NATIONAL WILD

PHEASANT PLAN

Trivia Question
What group was the Midwest-based precursor of the National Wild Pheasant Technical Committee?

USDA and Legislative News
This section’s updates were contributed by Andrew Schmidt and Swanny Evans of Pheasants Forever
and Quail Forever’s Government Affairs team. Thanks, guys!

Federal Government Shutdown

We are now over a month into the longest federal government shutdown in U.S. history. While
negotiations between Senate Democrats and Republicans are slowly ramping up, there remains a long
way to go to end the stalemate and restore government functions. The House-passed CR, which would
fund the government through Nov. 21, has failed in the Senate over a dozen times at this point. It’s
widely acknowledged that a new CR to a later date will be needed, although whether that goes until
December or into January and beyond remains to be seen. Each week the shutdown continues, the
furloughs impacting PF & QF are resulting in 48,000 acres of conservation work not being done and
more than 730 landowners missing out on technical assistance from our field staff.

State Updates

While the news from Washington, D.C. is dire, we are continuing to make strides at the state level.
Across pheasant country, PF & QF continue to advance policy and partnerships that strengthen habitat
and hunting access. In Michigan, PF & QF-supported legislation to modernize hunting and fishing license
fees advanced to the House, while in Ohio we joined a coalition supporting House Bill 476 to expand
fundraising options for conservation. Kansas legislators agreed to introduce PF & QF specialty license
plate bills, and chapters in both Kansas and lowa received policy briefings on revenue and funding topics
that directly impact habitat and upland hunting opportunities.

We also engaged with policymakers in Wisconsin to support reauthorization of the Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program, delivered testimony in Indiana highlighting the economic value of public lands,
and participated in Pennsylvania’s National Hunting and Fishing Day celebration at the State Capitol.
These efforts reflect PF & QF’s continued commitment to driving strong conservation outcomes and
sustaining a vibrant future for upland hunting traditions.

Notes from Around the Pheasant Range

First, we welcome Roy Churchwell as a new Technical Committee member from Minnesota. An Idaho
native, he earned an M.S. from Oklahoma State University and a Ph.D. from the University of Alaska-
Fairbanks, and most recently worked as the Southeast Regional Management Coordinator for the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game. Roy replaces Nate Huck on the Tech Committee; we thank Nate for his
service to the partnership and look forward to working with Roy.



Speaking of the Technical Committee, we have a few more details about the annual in-person meeting
coming up in the Dalles, Oregon during January 14-16, 2026. Participants can now make hotel
reservations at Cousins Country Inn; the government rate is available by registering under the “Oregon
Game Bird meeting” group. The meeting will start with a Wednesday afternoon field techniques
learning session and wrap up on Friday. The meeting registration fee will be less than $100, and Mikal
Cline (Technical Committee, Oregon) and Sarah Garrison (Technical Committee, Washington) hope to
have a tentative agenda available soon.

One of the topics at that meeting will be developing recommendations for the Management Board on
the best use of some funds that have accumulated in the MAFWA account holding state contributions to
the Plan Coordinator position. I've asked the Technical Committee to review the new project options
we’ve identified in the past and to think about other potential partnership needs.

In other Board news, congratulations to Stephanie Landry (Management Board, Washington) and her
colleagues on their new publication on dusky grouse in Nevada. Well done!

As the federal shutdown negotiations drag on, the prospects for a new Farm Bill being passed before the
end of the year are all but gone. If the present bill was just extended for another year, what would the
prospects be for Conservation Reserve Program signups in 2026?

The bad news is that enrolled acres are effectively already at the statutory national cap of 27 million.
That means USDA will likely not enroll any more acres than are set to expire at the end of FY2026, which
they estimated at 1.5 million.

CRP Contract Expirations, 2026-2031
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The good news is that, under the current law, signups must be held every year, so at least some of those
expiring acres will be made available to new applicants. Also, assuming the farm economy remains soft,
landowner interest in CRP enrollment may be trending upward through the signup periods.

The big unknown, though, is how USDA will dole out those available acres among the General,
Continuous, and Grasslands signups in 2026. | think most wildlife stakeholders would prefer that as


https://doi.org/10.1002/wlb3.01462

many new or re-enrolled acres as possible be accepted under Continuous practices, but those also have
the highest per-acre cost to USDA. Grasslands enrollments, whose acres now exceed those of the other
two types, are cheapest. Will USDA look to maximize cost savings, or will they tilt enrollments to favor
crop producers, who are in the most financial trouble and benefit the most from General and
Continuous signups? Many will be eagerly watching how these questions get resolved during the
coming year.

Pheasant-relevant Media

A vital federal conservation effort faces threats as it turns 40

Pheasant opener brings mixed results for Minnesota hunters

When does the pheasant hunting season open in lowa? Pheasant population at 20-year high
lowa hunters should see lots of birds in the 100" pheasant season

Michigan pheasant hunting turns 100, with new efforts to recruit hunters

Hunting season opens Saturday; Nebraska biologist says bird numbers bouncing back
SD Governor: Pheasant season opener a great thing

Hunters find more than birds in South Dakota’s pheasant fields

Sioux Falls welcomes hunters for pheasant season’s opening weekend

Fact brief: Are hunters bagging more pheasants in SD the past 10 years?

VIP team takes 1%t in 65 annual Nebraska One Box Pheasant Hunt

Artificial intelligence fools hunters into shooting ducks on the wrong day
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Trivia Answer

The Midwest Pheasant Study Group was a partnership of technical experts within the Midwest
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (MAFWA) states; it held its first meeting in 1958. The MAFWA
Directors voted to formally disband the MPSG at their 2015 summer meeting, to be replaced by the
NWPTC, which had met for the first time in September 2014 in Walla Walla, Washington.

This update is brought to you by the National Wild Pheasant Conservation Plan and Partnerships. Our mission is to
foster science-based, socially-supported policies and programs that enhance wild pheasant populations, provide
recreational opportunities to pheasant hunters, and support the economics and social values of communities. You
can find us on the web at https.//nationalpheasantplan.org.
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