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Trivia Question

Pheasants have been hunted throughout Europe for centuries, often aided by the release of pen-raised
birds. In 2016, an estimated 47 million pheasants were released in the United Kingdom. How many
were released in the Netherlands that year?

USDA and Legislative News
The following text was graciously contributed to by Pheasants Forever’s Andrew Schmidt — thanks,
Andrew!

CRP Updates

While USDA has not released Continuous signup results, we do have some numbers from both the
General and Grassland signups in hand now. It was announced in early July that the USDA would accept
over 203,000 acres in the General signup, a 79% acceptance rate (very close to the acres and acceptance
rate from last year). Then last week, USDA announced that just over 806,000 acres would be accepted in
the Grassland signup (50% of the offered acres). For comparison, last year’s Grassland signup was a 47%
acceptance rate, but over 1.43 million acres accepted. The number of acres offered this signup was 46%
lower than last year (when over 3 million acres were offered), likely due to the removal of the $13
minimum rental rate.

Following introduction of the CRP Improvement and Flexibility Act last month and looking ahead to
negotiations around a possible “skinny” farm bill in the fall, PF launched an action alert asking members
and supporters to urge their elected officials to support a strong CRP in the farm bill. In the first five days
after going live, over 3,800 actions were taken. The campaign will remain live and active throughout the
fall, and will be adapted to changing circumstances such as farm bill expiration or if the focus turns to
extension instead of five-year authorization.

Farm Bill Outlook

Speaking of farm bill extension vs. five-year authorization... everything is still clear as mud in
Washington, DC. If you ask Senate Majority Leader John Thune, he’s optimistic. If you ask his fellow
South Dakotan, Rep. Dusty Johnson, he thinks we need more time. If you ask others, answers are
similarly all over the place. House Ag Chairman GT Thompson (R-PA) has indicated that he plans to
release legislative text and hold a committee markup of a skinny farm bill “in September,” but as astute
readers will notice, that’s...now. It goes without saying that the timeframe is getting more difficult every
day that passes, with reports this past week noting a lack of progress with bipartisan negotiations. The
legislative text itself, however, should look very similar to pieces of the Farm, Food, and National
Security Act of 2024 that passed out of House Ag last May (with the exception of SNAP, farm safety net,
and provisions that were included in the One Big Beautiful Bill this summer). The Committee is currently
waiting for CBO scores of the bill text, which also have the potential to slow the process even more if
provisions require additional funding.
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Many farm bill watchers have long been skeptical of the chances of passing a skinny farm bill before
September 30. Given that the end of the calendar year is typically seen by Congress as the true deadline
for extending the farm bill and avoiding “permanent law” being triggered, it’s likely that CRP authority
will lapse after the end of the fiscal year for the third year in a row. Barring an earlier extension of
authority, starting October 1, USDA will not be able to enroll or reenroll land in CRP. As a reminder, they
will continue servicing existing contracts, but no new acres can be added to the program.

Appropriations and Federal Funding

Meanwhile, Congress continues to barrel towards a potential government shutdown at the end of the
month. It’s a foregone conclusion that some sort of continuing resolution will be needed before October
1, the only question that remains is whether it is a short-term or long-term patch. Congressional
Republicans appear to be slowly coming around to considering a short-term CR until November or early
December, while the White House continues to push a longer stopgap into next year (likely with the goal
of ultimately ending up with a year-long CR again). It’s still unclear how far Democrats are willing to take
a funding fight, given the political risks associated with a government shutdown. With Congress just
returning this week, the coming days will be very telling.

Notes from Around the Pheasant Range

September is usually the month for fall hunting forecasts, and a few of them are starting to show up.
lowa’s August roadside counts were the highest in 20 years, which is good news for the celebration of
their 100t pheasant season. Similarly, Minnesota’s August counts were up nearly 50% from last year,
with all regions now above their 10-year averages. South Dakota expects hunting to be similar to last
year based on spring and summer weather conditions. Hopefully these positive forecasts will continue
for our other states, as well.

In belated news, Management Board member Casey Anderson from North Dakota was named Deputy
Director of the Game and Fish Department, and Bill Haase was chosen to succeed Casey as Wildlife
Division Chief. Bill will be taking over for Casey on the Management Board. We thank Casey for his
contributions to our partnership and look forward to working with Bill.

We also welcome Shaun Oldenburger as Texas’s new Management Board member, who replaces Alan
Cain. Shaun has a wealth of experience in the game bird world and we look forward to having access to
his expertise.

| met this week with Drs. Bill Peterman and Joe Drake, the Ohio State University researchers working on
our multi-state pheasant habitat modeling project. Joe is about done with the inference-oriented
models for Ohio and Kansas, has made good progress on the Wisconsin model, and will start soon on
the North Dakota data set. The main goal of these models is to identify which habitats most influence
relative abundance, and at what spatial scales those effects are most exerted. Once those models are
done, work will begin on the relative abundance prediction-oriented machine learning models. Those
will be less concerned with answering why relative abundance varies, and more concerned with
maximizing our ability to reliably predict relative abundance at a location given its unique mix of habitat
attributes. If successful, they should then allow us to better predict relative abundance changes related
to habitat changes — both those we want and those we don’t want — which in turn would open the door
to much better prioritization of the “what, where, and how much” of our habitat work. The Technical
Committee will get a full progress report from the OSU crew at their meeting this winter.
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remain uncut each year, at least in this part of the world.

Congrats to Joseph Lautenbach (Technical Committee, Ohio) and his coauthor on their new publication
on semi-aquatic mammals in the Journal of Wildlife Management. It’s sadly not a pheasant paper but
we’re always happy to recognize good work by our partnership members!

Finally, | came across an interesting article examining the dynamic social relationships between
pheasants and people in the Netherlands. Given how close we are to these birds as wildlife managers, it
is sometimes useful to take a step back and think about how our actions fit into a broader social context.
There are certainly some parallels between the U.S. and the Netherlands in these matters, including the
dismissal of pheasant conservation efforts as inferior to those for native species by many in the broader
wildlife conservation community (including, sometimes, by ourselves as upland game managers). As


https://doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.70076
https://humanimalia.org/article/view/19718/25215

one Dutch scientist put it, “With all due respect, in the world of nature management [the pheasant] is
seen as an inferior species; he does not matter. It’s the same for the real bird fanatics: for them the
pheasant doesn’t count. He isn’t real. He has been walking around the Netherlands for two thousand
years, but he isn’t real.” | see those value judgments shared here in the U.S., particularly in places where
pheasants no longer generate highly visible economic benefits. Let’s hope those who subjectively see
pheasants as “not real” can recognize that habitat conservation done for the species’ benefit is, in fact,
very real, and the societal benefits flowing from that work might dry up if the invisible bird wasn’t there
to prime the conservation pump.

Pheasant-relevant Media

Annual pheasant survey shows lowa’s population at 20 year high

Minnesota’s statewide pheasant nhumbers up nearly 50% from 2024

KSU’s Elisabeth Teige wins Rusch Memorial Game Bird Scholarship

Department of Interior announces more than $100 million in NAWCA funding

The federal farm policy trap: why some farmers are stuck raising crops that no longer thrive
The Reconciliation Farm Bill: top five most problematic changes to farm policy, #1

Recent Literature
Van Heijgen, E. 2025. Becoming pheasant —the making, unmaking, and remaking of a hunted bird.
Humanimalia 15:147-183.

Suber, H. N., et al. 2025. Demonstrated laboratory effectiveness of an anthelmintic medicated feed for
the treatment of Oxyspirura petrowi infections in northern bobwhite (Colinus virginianus).
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry vgaf198.

Leach, J., et al. 2025. Effects of a common intestinal helminth on fecal corticosterone metabolite
concentrations of northern bobwhite (Colinus virginianus). Experimental Parasitology
275:108987.

O’Brien, R. S. M., W. A. Hopkins, and A. A. Dayer. 2025. The effect of engagement in private lands
research on landowner conservation knowledge, attitudes, awareness, and behavioral
intentions. Human Dimensions of Wildlife 30:500-513.

Vaske, J. J., et al. 2025. Survey type, respondent age and response rates among hunters and trappers in
Illinois. Human Dimensions of Wildlife (early online version).

Rodriguez-Estival, J., et al. 2025. The challenge of science in the face of polarization around recreational
hunting and wildlife management. European Journal of Wildlife Research 71.

Goodman, B. D, et al. 2025. Humans outperform Merlin Sound ID in field-based point-count surveys.
Ornithological Applications (early online version).

De Araujo, C. B., et al. 2025. Towards large-scale abundance assessments through automated birdsong
detection and distance estimation. lbis (early online version).



https://www.iowadnr.gov/news-release/2025-09-02/annual-pheasant-survey-shows-iowas-population-20-year-high
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2025/09/02/statewide-pheasant-numbers-nearly-50-2024
https://wildlife.org/elisabeth-teige-wins-rusch-memorial-game-bird-scholarship/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--MavlZNUD3KEx1hIg4weyfvX1AB-JEP3IVipJz0RJ5wXj4jX13zPl-32pFH0QFfgJ1t8Xw9_3CadgHMjeZe8AmufAUlH1PpaXxyr7zqN6_MfwxPy0&_hsmi=375940227&utm_content=375940227&utm_source=hs_email
https://wildlife.org/a-win-for-birds-and-wetlands/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_MnAuhTjHOkk197uhKj_eIPFb8k-lkV_0rYmZeSLnI9TtDGnh_RAT7rt-5t5X583VHgHNwVyR7hIUm4ojWzfs8eH-Mdnhyq-4jx5uVtfg-wXg7evk&_hsmi=375940227&utm_content=375940227&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.propublica.org/article/illinois-farming-soy-corn-flooding-subsidies-insurance
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2025/09/the-reconciliation-farm-bill-top-five-most-problematic-changes-to-farm-policy-1.html
http://doi.org/10.52537/humanimalia.19718/25215
http://doi.org/10.52537/humanimalia.19718/25215
https://doi.org/10.1093/etojnl/vgaf198
https://doi.org/10.1093/etojnl/vgaf198
https://doi.org/10.1093/etojnl/vgaf198
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exppara.2025.108987
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exppara.2025.108987
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exppara.2025.108987
https://doi.org/10.1080/10871209.2024.2379484
https://doi.org/10.1080/10871209.2024.2379484
https://doi.org/10.1080/10871209.2024.2379484
https://doi.org/10.1080/10871209.2025.2529885
https://doi.org/10.1080/10871209.2025.2529885
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10344-025-01983-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10344-025-01983-8
https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithapp/duaf049
https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithapp/duaf049
https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.13431
https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.13431

Trivia Answer
Zero. It has been illegal to release pen-reared pheasants in the Netherlands since 1998, though wild
birds can still be hunted. | believe it is the only country with such a blanket ban.

This update is brought to you by the National Wild Pheasant Conservation Plan and Partnerships. Our mission is to
foster science-based, socially-supported policies and programs that enhance wild pheasant populations, provide
recreational opportunities to pheasant hunters, and support the economics and social values of communities. You
can find us on the web at https://nationalpheasantplan.org.
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