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Trivia Question
It is Fourth of July week. How are pheasants and Benjamin Franklin connected?

USDA and Legislative News

AFWA's Agricultural Conservation Committee held another monthly briefing on legislation of interest.
For context, the meeting was held right after the Senate passed the reconciliation bill but before it was
passed by the House. Thanks to AFWA's Shane Behler for the notes below, which have been lightly
edited:

Reconciliation Bill
After a 27-hour “vote-a-rama” on proposed amendments, the Senate passed the reconciliation bill,
sending it to the House for debate and final vote. The bill currently includes:

e Inflation Reduction Act Funding: Remaining IRA funds are added to the baseline appropriation
levels of EQIP, ACEP, CSP, RCPP—essentially making IRA contributions to the conservation title
permanent. Climate sideboards are removed, so all practices—not just climate smart practices—
are eligible to receive the funding.

e Public Land Sales: Mike Lee, (R-Utah & chair of the Senate Energy & Natural Resource
Committee), had proposed to use this bill to force the disposal of million acres of federal public
lands. This faced significant public outcry and quickly became a political liability for
Republicans...pigeonholing Lee into removing any land disposal from the bill. So, the bill as
written will not mandate the sale of any public lands. AFWA was opposed to the proposed land
disposal.

e VPA-HIP Language: The Senate Agriculture Committee revised VPA language so that funds will
be dispersed to successful applicants in a single grant period. Initial language would have
created an annual grant cycle, which causes access program continuity problems. Shoutout to
other groups who helped communicate these problems with the initial language. Bill provides
$70 million through 2031, which comes to $10 million/year. AFWA and other conservation
groups are hoping to increase this amount in a new Farm Bill whenever it gets taken up.

e Adjusted Gross Income Exemption: Individuals and businesses will be exempted from income
limitations on enrollment in USDA programs (including conservation programs) if at least 75% of
their average gross income is derived from farming, ranching, or silviculture activities. This was
requested as part of AFWA'’s Farm Bill platform and should expand conservation opportunities.

e Permanent Price Support Authority: The Senate parliamentarian struck down language that
would have extended permanent price support authority for several commodities, ruling that it
did not meet the special requirements of inclusion in a reconciliation bill. The language would
have reduced the imperative to get a new Farm Bill or to extend the 2018 bill. This is good news
for hopefully getting bill done later this year.

e Crop Insurance: The bill increases references prices for several commodities covered by USDA’s
farm safety net programs and expands the base acres eligible for these programs by 30 million
acres.




Appropriations Bills

While the Senate has been consumed by reconciliation this past month, the House Appropriations
Committee has been working through federal appropriations for FY2026, including marking up a USDA
appropriations bill last Monday. It provides an $850 million operating budget for NRCS, a 13% decrease.
We are obviously not thrilled with a decrease, but it is significantly more funding than what the
President asked for in his budget request (i.e., an 80% reduction).

Administrative Updates

2024 RCPP Award Recission: The USDA has withdrawn offers to many (but not all) of the 2024
RCPP grant awardees. (From October 2024) According to a USDA spokesperson, ‘“contracts have
not been canceled” but that “applications that were in the pre-approval or application phase
may have been re-ranked using the traditional farm bill ranking system.”’ Notices of project
cancellations were accompanied by information highlighting avenues of appeal. Several
members then shared their experiences with project cancellations.

NRCS Conservation Practice Standards Revision Request for Comment: NRCS is proposing to
revise several conservation practice standards—most relevant to our work is the wildlife habitat
practice (code 645), which the agency is proposing to combine the Upland Wildlife Habitat
Management and Wetland Habitat Management practices under one umbrella. Comments are
due by the end of the month, so not much time. EQIP Working Group may want to comment—
still looking over the language. At very least, it’s an opportunity to affirm or support for the
practice.

Roadless Rule Withdrawn: USDA has rescinded the 2001 Roadless Rule, which limited road
construction on 59 million acres of USFS land. The agency contends this will encourage more
timber harvest and aid wildfire mitigation and prevention efforts. However, the rule already
had carve-outs for timber harvests meant to benefit habitat and reduce wildfire risk. AFWA has
not taken a position.

Grassland Conservation Discussion

How can this committee (and the conservation community) better address the loss of grasslands and
grassland-dependent wildlife across the country? Discussion included:

Crop insurance for grass production could be an avenue to pursue.

Need to quantify remaining grasslands.

USDA is funding a Conservation Biology Institute project using remote sensing data for
conservation assessment and planning, focusing primarily on grasslands, also working on CRP
toolkit and grasslands quality model. The GIS-based tool incorporates the Rangeland Analysis
Platform (RAP) but does not show CRP polygons due to protect landowner privacy concerns.
Other potential solutions: North American Grasslands Conservation Act passage, Federal
Transferable Easement Tax Credit, virtual fencing projects, monitoring grasslands with passive
photography to provide inputs for models, avoided grassland conversion carbon credits,
ranchers leading outreach efforts to other ranchers, opportunities involving rancher
generational transfer, social media education campaigns that build public awareness and
knowledge of grasslands so more people care about the system and its benefits


https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-12056.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov

Notes from Around the Pheasant Range

Nicole Alonzo-Leach is leaving Indiana DNR for a family opportunity in Delaware. No word yet on when
they might refill her position. We thank Nicole for her service on the Technical Committee and wish her
well on the East Coast!

During our sparsely attended Technical Committee call this month, Todd Bogenschutz said lowa’s 2024
pheasant harvest came in at about 464,000 roosters, down a bit from 2023’s 591,000. Hunter numbers
slipped a bit last year, which contributed to the lower harvest. A shout-out to R.J. Gross (North Dakota),
Bryan O’Connor (Nebraska), Heather Talley (Utah), and Patrick Schutz (Texas) for joining Todd and | on
the scheduled-too-close-to-a-holiday call.

The Wisconsin DNR reports that their spring pheasant crow counts were up 30% from 2023 and were
above the five-year average for the second year in a row. Similarly, North Dakota’s crow counts were up
6% this year. Their spring counts have increased each year since 2022, so things are setting up well
again for this fall.

| spent a good chunk of June on the road. | participated in a meeting of some Pheasants Forever and
Quail Forever staff in Tennessee that centered on discussions around funding durability. With the
increased uncertainty of federal grant funding, non-governmental organizations everywhere are trying
to prepare themselves for additional disruptions in program delivery.

That concern was echoed by agency heads at the Midwest Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
(MAFWA) Director’s meeting in Indiana. Several described challenges due to federal funding
interruptions, and the current president of AFWA (Judy Camuso of Maine) mentioned that even
Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson grant funds are apparently being scrutinized by the
administration (as are other federal grant programs distributed through apportionment formulas).

Likely due to these worries, MAFWA and its member agencies are taking a second look at their program
and partnership commitments. MAFWA was due to renew its Memorandum of Agreement with
Pheasants Forever to support the National Pheasant Plan Coordinator position at this meeting but
delayed its decision for another few weeks. It is certainly possible that the agreement won’t be
renewed, in which case we’ll need to rethink the future of the partnership and how it is structured.

The pheasant research crew at the University of Nebraska has been busy lately. Bryan O’Connor
(Technical Committee, Nebraska) invited me to sit in on a meeting with UNL and Nebraska Game and
Parks staff to review some of their work in progress. They just published a review paper about how
pheasant studies have tended to frame habitat questions, and another about pheasant habitat needs is
in review. Predictive models of pheasant abundance are in the later stages of development, as is a web-
based user interface to access information about model predictions and supporting data. Itis
impressive work, and our multi-state modeling project at Ohio State should benefit greatly from what
they are learning. Thanks to Bryan and the rest of the crew for keeping our partnership in the loop.


https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.71576

Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever rolled out their

new logos this week. These are the first official ol
changes to the organizations’ brands since 1982 (PF) (3
and 2005 (QF). The new versions share some

common elements and are much easier to reproduce PHEASANTS QUA[]_
digitally on materials and merchandise. Merch with FOREVER' FOREVER

the old logos is really cheap at Scheels right now, so
get your collector’s items while you can. Then, of course, stock up on the new stuff, too.

The Council to Advance Hunting and the Shooting Sports (CAHSS) commissioned the polling firm
Responsive Management to conduct a national survey to measure the current level of support for
hunting and sport shooting. From 2,212 completed interviews, they found 73% of Americans approve of
legal regulated hunting, and 74% approve of sport shooting for recreational purposes. However,
approval rates drop sharply for trophy hunting and high-fenced or captive animal harvest. The final
report can be found here.

Mikal Cline (Technical Committee, Oregon) has a photographer friend who sent her the interesting shots
and description below. Thanks, Mikal!

| thought you might get a kick out of this. This bird had the stick stuck around his neck and was unhappy
about it! | had no idea that pheasant had such a good reverse gear. He actually would run straight
backwards, fast, about 5-6 feet trying to knock it off. | have never seen one run backwards but he did a
number of times. He didn’t get it off and a tougher rooster attacked him and made him fly away with the
stick, still stuck! | wish | had a video of it! — Bob Mumford



https://cahss.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Americans-Attitudes-Toward-Hunting-and-Sport-Shooting-2025.pdf

Pheasant-relevant Media
Spring pheasant counts rise across N.D., hinting at strong fall season

Spring surveys show an increase for Wisconsin’s pheasants

Conservation groups celebrate defeat of proposed public land selloff

Farm Bill for dummies

'Amber waves of grain' recede in America's heartland as wheat farmers struggle
Restoration efforts help quadruple quail population on Maryland area
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Trivia Answer

John Phillips, who chronicled wild bird translocations to North America in a 1928 USDA technical
bulletin, wrote, “In New Jersey there were early introductions of English pheasants by Richard Bache,
the son-in-law of Benjamin Franklin, about 1790 on the Delaware River near the present town of
Beverly. In the beginning of the nineteenth century a second attempt was made on the Passaic River
opposite Belleville by a ‘rich landowner of that time.” Since then there have been other attempts in the
East.”

This update is brought to you by the National Wild Pheasant Conservation Plan and Partnerships. Our mission is to
foster science-based, socially-supported policies and programs that enhance wild pheasant populations, provide

recreational opportunities to pheasant hunters, and support the economics and social values of communities. You
can find us on the web at https.//nationalpheasantplan.org, including all back issues of Pheasant News and Notes.



https://doi.org/10.1002/wlb3.01449
https://doi.org/10.1002/wlb3.01449
https://doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2025.2512540
https://doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2025.2512540
https://doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2025.2512540
https://nationalpheasantplan.org/
https://nationalpheasantplan.org/pheasant-news-and-notes/

