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Trivia Question
What 1975 comedy features the scene below with a silver pheasant figurine on display in the
background? Hint: Another animal’s name is in the title, and the movie is part of a series.
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USDA and Legislative News

As expected, Congress extended the 2018 Farm Bill another year; it now expires September 30, 2025.
While this will allow normal CRP signup periods this year, additional funding for the Voluntary Public
Access and Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-HIP) was not included with the extension. This means some
states will once again see an interruption in contractual relationships with landowners; those that fund
their entire access programs via VPA-HIP will obviously be most affected.

The Farm Bill extension was included in a larger bill that funded the federal government until March 14
and provided $10 billion in aid to farmers, among other provisions. Todd Bogenschutz (Technical
Committee, lowa) passed along a link to a University of Missouri tool that estimates how much aid a
farm might qualify for under the new act, pending some decisions by the Secretary of Agriculture. We'll
see if the current challenges in cropland profitability translate into higher landowner demand for CRP
and other conservation alternatives later this year.



https://fapri.missouri.edu/ara2025/

Notes from Around the Pheasant Range

The National Wild Pheasant Technical Committee held their annual meeting last month in Enid,
Oklahoma. After meeting some of our Oklahoma and regional conservation partners (including Laura
Mclver from Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever, who sponsored the meeting), we heard several
research updates, including:

e Adam Landon (Minnesota DNR) spoke about a new project examining the suite of factors
pheasant hunters use to choose places to hunt. The project will ask selected hunters to use
diaries to record their hunt locations (to county), pheasants harvested, hunt satisfaction, travel
costs, and other expenditures. Results will be used to help assign relative values to properties
under consideration for acquisition, and to estimate the marginal value of a harvested pheasant
and a hunter-day.

e Todd Bogenschutz (lowa DNR) spoke about the challenges of trying to estimate upland game
hunter participation and harvest using a sampling pool of all hunting license buyers. They are
now asking three screening questions within their license purchasing system to identify
prospective upland game hunters and generate a more statistically appropriate sampling pool.

e John McLaughlin (Texas PWD) spoke about their upcoming project looking at landscape factors
affecting pheasant movements, demography, and gene flow. They have contracted the project
to Dr. Josh Brown of West Texas A&M University, who hopes to deploy up to 250 GPS
transmitters on pheasants in the Panhandle starting this year.

e Grant Ravary (Ohio State University) spoke about his recently completed thesis work on
pheasant population connectivity assessments in Ohio. Grant used ConScape software to assess
the functional connectivity of current habitat patches and predict where new patches would
most improve connectivity and population persistence. The Ohio DNR is beginning to use these
results to plan future habitat work.

e lan Dwight (California DFW) described his agency’s use of automated recording units (ARUs) to
assess habitat effects on pheasant abundance across several of their larger public areas. They
are using AudioMoth units (~¥$150 apiece) to assess pheasant abundance at 284 sites within ~8
land units. These have generated a large data set (~30,000 hours of recorded audio) that is
being used to monitor many species simultaneously, which has helped land managers target
habitat projects and invasive species control efforts but is logistically challenging to deal with.
Data are uploaded to a data repository maintained by UC Berkeley and analyzed with BirdNet
software maintained by Cornell University.

The group also discussed how best to provide partners with information about lethal predator
management, national and state trends in the National Plan’s nesting habitat index, and the state of
evidence concerning the role of parasites in upland game bird population regulation. We also met with
Drs. Bill Peterman and Joe Drake of Ohio State University, who will be conducting the pheasant
abundance change prediction modeling project in cooperation with the group. The 2025 Tech
Committee meeting will be held in Oregon — thanks to Mikal Cline for volunteering to be our next host.

Alan Cain has been appointed to represent Texas on the National Pheasant Conservation Plan
Management Board. Alan has replaced John Silovsky as Wildlife Division Director for the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department after John’s retirement. He has been with TPWD for 24 years, primarily
working with private lands and big game programs and issues. We congratulate Alan on his promotion
and welcome him to the Board.



In less-happy Texas news, John McLaughlin announced he has accepted a different position within
TPWD and will no longer be serving on the National Wild Pheasant Technical Committee. We thank
John for his long service to the Committee and wish him well in his new position.

Finally, Sprih Harsh and colleagues recently published another paper from her dissertation on pheasant
habitat selection in South Dakota. Their abstract is below.

Habitat loss and fragmentation are a growing threat to wildlife, and a better understanding of these
landscape processes is needed to mitigate their effects on species populations. Grassland biomes are
among the most imperiled ecosystems in the world, and grassland birds are experiencing significant
population declines in North America. Understanding how species respond to differences in resource
availabilities across spatiotemporal extents is critical to determining animals' distributions. Here, we
investigated the relationship of landscape attributes to spatiotemporal distribution of a grassland bird,
the ring-necked pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), which has experienced population declines in the
Midwest, USA. Pheasant declines have been attributed to two anthropogenic stressors, land use change
and climate change. In this study, we evaluated the effect of landscape attributes (composition and
configuration) on the home-range size and resource selection of pheasants. We used a 95% fixed kernel
estimator to estimate home-range size and identified scales at which landscape features influenced
home-range sizes. We quantified landscape features within radii of 250, 500, and 1000 m (i.e., local to
broader spatial scales) from the home-range center. We also used resource selection functions to predict
the home-range placement (second order) and resource selection within home ranges (third order) of
pheasants during winter, pre-nesting, and nesting seasons. We developed multi-scale predictions of
pheasant resource selection and identified wetlands, grasslands, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
grasslands, and small grains as land cover types used by pheasants to fulfill their life requirements. Our
results indicated home ranges were more likely to be in a landscape with more CRP, wetlands, and
grasslands; more connected grasslands; and a greater number of grassland patches. Pheasants also
selected heterogeneous landscape and avoided row crops at both orders of selection. Maintaining
habitat heterogeneity, by managing landscapes composed of a high proportion of grasslands and CRP
surrounded by small grains and wetlands, could enhance the benefits of local management practices for
pheasants. Collectively, insights obtained from our study can advance habitat conservation efforts for
similar grassland birds and consequently are of broad utility to biologists and wildlife managers.

Pheasant-relevant Media

A Manhattan legislator aims to end New York’s pheasant stocking program. Here’s why all bird hunters
should be concerned

New York raises these pheasants to be shot. Is it hunting or cruelty?

Ring-necked rodeo: Panhandle pheasant, hunter numbers continue to decline

The Conservation Reserve Program is failing to prioritize soil health. House Republicans could make it
worse

New Farm Bill top of mind as 119th Congress begins

Farm Bill extension provides time to improve farm safety net

Ag community thankful for early Christmas gift from Congress



https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70108
https://www.outdoorlife.com/hunting/new-york-pheasant-stocking-program/
https://www.outdoorlife.com/hunting/new-york-pheasant-stocking-program/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/29/nyregion/new-york-pheasant-stocking-bill.html
https://tylerpaper.com/news/ring-necked-rodeo-panhandle-pheasant-hunter-numbers-continue-to-decline/article_0d4d90a8-a319-11ef-9e38-cb845e10a166.html
https://www.ewg.org/news-insights/news/2024/11/conservation-reserve-program-failing-congress-should-fix-it
https://www.ewg.org/news-insights/news/2024/11/conservation-reserve-program-failing-congress-should-fix-it
https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2025/01/new-farm-bill-top-of-mind-as-119th-congress-begins/
https://www.brownfieldagnews.com/news/farm-bill-extension-provides-time-to-improve-farm-safety-net/
https://www.morningagclips.com/ag-community-thankful-for-early-christmas-gift-from-congress/
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Trivia Answer
The Return of the Pink Panther. Candidate for best line in the movie: “You’ve devastated my sukiyaki in
there.”

This update is brought to you by the National Wild Pheasant Conservation Plan and Partnerships. Our mission is to
foster science-based, socially-supported policies and programs that enhance wild pheasant populations, provide
recreational opportunities to pheasant hunters, and support the economics and social values of communities. You
can find us on the web at https://nationalpheasantplan.org.



https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70108
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70108
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70108
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70126
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70126
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70126
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70060
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70060
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.70060
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rama.2024.08.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rama.2024.08.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoinf.2024.102974
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoinf.2024.102974
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKHLqQ_Hi5Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKHLqQ_Hi5Q
https://nationalpheasantplan.org/

