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Trivia Question 
We know the scientific names of the ring-neck pheasant and wild turkey are Phasianus colchicus and 
Meleagris gallopavo, respectively, but what third species was once named Phasianus meleagris? (Hint: a 
swimsuit model published a scientific paper about them in the 1990s). 
 
 

USDA and Legislative News 
USDA-FSA notified their state and county offices about which continuous CRP offers submitted by July 
31st were acceptable, i.e., which offers by landowners they were willing to accept.  A few highlights from 
the notice: 

• FSA starts notifying applicants about their successful bids, and they have 10 calendar days to 
notify FSA if they want to continue with their offer to participate. 

• Contracts for accepted offers on newly enrolled land can be signed anytime, but new contracts 
for land already enrolled in CRP will have an effective date of October 1, 2024. 

• Offers received by FSA after July 31st will continue to be accepted but there is no guarantee if or 
when the offer will be considered. 

• No CRP offers of any kind will be processed after September 30th, 2024, unless the 2018 Farm 
Bill is extended (again) by Congress or a new bill becomes law. 

 
USDA-FSA also put out a press release summarizing the results of all the FY2024 signups and made some 
projections regarding FY2025 enrollments by signup type.  Assuming they accounted for acres expiring 
on September 30th, the graph below compares October 2023 figures with their predictions for October 
2024. 
 

 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/crp_1032.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2024/usda-accepts-more-than-2.2-million-acres-through-2024-grassland-general-and-continuous-conservation-reserve-program-offers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Although USDA’s FY2025 projections are not very precise, it looks like they expect General, Continuous, 
and Grasslands signup acres to increase by about 109,000 acres, 143,000 acres, and 1,436,000 acres, 
respectively.  This means that new Grasslands enrollments are expected to account for 85% of the 
increased acres from FY2024 to FY2025.  These figures probably won’t change much even if FSA accepts 
a few more Continuous offers between now and the end of September. 
 
Given the meager offers during the General signup this year, the only reason we didn’t lose acres in this 
category is probably due to a low number of expiring General and Continuous acres (less than 500,000 
total) at the end of FY2024.  Expiring acres in these categories double in 2025 and triple in 2026.  After 
that, the next big chunk of expiring acres looming out there occurs in 2030. 
 

 
 
 

Notes from Around the Pheasant Range 
Our National Pheasant Plan Management Board meeting is this month – Monday, September 23rd at 3-
5pm at the AFWA Annual Conference in Madison, WI.  I’ll have meeting materials out to the Board soon. 
 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever’s Build a Wildlife Area Week is September 23-27.  BAWA is the 
organization’s flagship program to provide permanent habitat protection and public access across the 
country – details can be found here.  If your state has a potential project to explore, feel free to contact 
John Laux (jlaux@pheasantsforever.org). 
 
As of this writing, Iowa is the only state to have released its August brood survey results.  Numbers 
appear down a bit from last year but remain fairly strong.  We’ll look forward to results from the other 
states later this month. 
 
In relation to the CRP signup news above, I’ve written in this space before about the shift in CRP 
enrollments away from General signup acres and toward Grasslands, a trade that generally moves acres 
out of our core pheasant range and into rangeland dominated landscapes.  This trend will likely continue 
unless changes in a new Farm Bill intentionally shift things back. 
 

https://www.pheasantsforever.org/getdoc/a44aebcf-98ba-4b12-98b8-d0735133addb/Build-a-Wildlife-Area.aspx
https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/DNR-News-Releases/ArticleID/5132/Pheasant-survey-predicts-another-year-of-good-hunting-for-most-of-Iowa


Those who oppose such changes often think that an increase in General and Continuous enrollments 
(hereafter “traditional CRP”) will come at the expense of available cropland and the economic activity it 
generates.  However, it’s worth noting that the decline in traditional CRP acres since 2007 has not had a 
noticeable positive effect on cropland acres planted.  The first graph below shows the trend in U.S. 
cropland from 1993 (the earliest year that annual survey data are available via USDA’s Quickstats 
database) through 2023, and the second graph shows scaled cropland and CRP trends.  Scaled values are 
calculated by dividing the annual acreage value by the mean acreage for the variable during 1993-2023, 
which allows both variables to be shown on the same axes.  Acreage means during 1993-2023 are 
321,054,000 and 29,323,721 for cropland and traditional CRP, respectively. 
 

 
 

The top graph shows that cropland acres have clearly declined over this period, so it’s no wonder that 
cropland proponents are anxious.  The trend may come as a bit of a surprise given that we in the 

https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/
https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/


conservation community talk about the continual loss of grasslands to cropland conversion, and 
particularly the loss of CRP since its peak in 2007.  For example, the World Wildlife Fund’s 2023 
Plowprint Report says “plow-up destroyed 1.6 million acres of grassland” in the U.S. and Canadian Great 
Plains in 2021 alone, and that “32 million acres [of grassland] have fallen to the plow since 2012.”  How 
can this be true if cropland acres are declining? 
 
First, regarding the Plowprint metric, “destroyed” acres includes all grasslands that have been converted 
to cropland since 2008, not just the current acreage being cropped.  So, if a parcel of grassland gets 
converted to cropland and then is restored back to grassland, the Plowprint metric only sees the initial 
conversion and not the restoration.  In other words, it only goes up over time, never down.  This makes 
sense from an ecological perspective because restored grasslands don’t appear to have the same 
functional value as native prairie, but it means that the metric isn’t a good indicator of actual land cover 
at a given point in time. 
 
A huge number of grassland acres can get converted to cropland while cropland acres shrink if there is a 
third player at work, and that appears to be development of land for residential and other non-
agricultural commercial uses.  Cropland eats grassland at some acres-per-year rate while development 
eats cropland at a higher acres-per-year rate.  We talk about a “green glacier” of woody species 
encroaching on our Great Plains grasslands, but a “gray glacier” of development is encroaching on our 
croplands, as well. 
 
So, if you are a politician worried about your cropland-dependent constituents, are you going to go after 
CRP or suburban development?  In this culture it’s a no-brainer, even if killing CRP isn’t going to address 
the fundamental issue. 
 
On that happy note, I still wondered how big an effect CRP has really had on cropland availability.  It’s 
obvious the two compete at some level, but if traditional CRP had much effect on cropland acres, I 
thought that years with above average CRP enrollments should have below average cropland acres 
planted.  The data suggest the opposite is true, though; the figure below shows that years with higher-
than-average CRP acres also tend to have higher-than-average cropland acres planted.  This is what 
you’d expect if both variables are declining over time – they are positively correlated.  Even so, there is 
probably no way of keeping some people from looking at a CRP field and seeing only the lost revenue to 
the cropland agriculture industry, even though it’s the commercial developers who are ultimately 
turning the screw on land prices and availability. 
 

https://files.worldwildlife.org/wwfcmsprod/files/Publication/file/6wlbsmxokc_PlowprintReport_2023_final.pdf
https://files.worldwildlife.org/wwfcmsprod/files/Publication/file/6wlbsmxokc_PlowprintReport_2023_final.pdf
https://files.worldwildlife.org/wwfcmsprod/files/Publication/file/9lo9dqjawf_WWF_Plowprint_definitions_2023.pdf
https://files.worldwildlife.org/wwfcmsprod/files/Publication/file/9lo9dqjawf_WWF_Plowprint_definitions_2023.pdf
https://csp-fut.appspot.com/
https://csp-fut.appspot.com/


 
 
One major caveat – cropland acres aren’t declining everywhere, so the above conclusions only hold for 
the U.S. as a whole.  Each state has its own unique land use dynamic, and the costs and benefits of 
conversions are not borne equally; for example, the economic motive behind grassland conversion in 
the Dakotas may be primarily driven by cropland losses in states (or even countries) thousands of miles 
away.  That said, a new study suggests that the risk of grassland loss is highest in landscapes where 
cropland and developed areas are also locally common. 
 
Changes in planted cropland and traditional CRP acres between 2007 (when CRP peaked) and 2023 are 
shown below for the 24 states in the National Pheasant Plan.  The influence of CRP enrollments on 
cropland acres undoubtedly varies from state to state and may be stronger for those in which cropland 
acres have increased proportionally to CRP losses.  We therefore need to be careful not to make broad 
statements about those relationships unless the spatial and temporal scales are clearly defined. 
 

 Cropland Change, 2007-2023  Traditional CRP Change, 2007-2023 
State Total Acres Acres/Year Total %  Total Acres Acres/Year Total % 
California -1,918,000 -119,875 -44.3  -124,693 -7,793 -83.7 
Colorado -227,000 -14,188 -3.7  -1,200,246 -75,015 -48.6 
Idaho -197,000 -12,312 -4.6  -485,375 -30,336 -58.9 
Illinois -446,000 -27,875 -1.9  -274,281 -17,143 -25.2 
Indiana -470,000 -29,375 -3.8  -124,022 -7,751 -39.3 
Iowa -160,000 -10,000 -0.7  -213,911 -13,369 -11.3 
Kansas 2,033,000 127,062 8.8  -1,767,405 -110,463 -54.2 
Michigan -257,000 -16,062 -3.9  -188,385 -11,774 -68.2 
Minnesota -108,000 -6,750 -0.6  -828,192 -51,762 -46.2 
Missouri 704,000 44,000 5.0  -892,134 -55,758 -56.0 
Montana 793,000 49,562 8.9  -2,992,208 -187,013 -86.0 
Nebraska 660,000 41,250 3.5  -722,329 -45,146 -54.0 
New Mexico -298,000 -18,625 -25.9  -392,614 -24,538 -66.5 
New York -144,000 -9,000 -5.0  -54,386 -3,399 -81.7 

https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.14346


North Dakota 2,019,000 126,188 9.2  -2,352,250 -147,016 -69.8 
Ohio -316,000 -19,750 -3.1  -147,896 -9,244 -40.8 
Oklahoma 361,000 22,562 3.5  -754,125 -47,133 -70.2 
Oregon -252,000 -15,750 -12  -114,149 -7,134 -20.1 
Pennsylvania -643,000 -40,188 -15.9  -148,723 -9,295 -64.6 
South Dakota 585,000 36,562 3.5  -614,329 -38,396 -40.3 
Texas -493,000 -30,812 -2.2  -2,235,964 -139,748 -54.9 
Utah -135,000 -8,438 -13.6  -106,792 -6,674 -51.2 
Washington 212,000 13,250 5.8  -607,760 -37,985 -39.0 
Wisconsin -225,000 -14,062 -2.8  -414,437 -25,902 -68.3 

 
The upshot is that as long as national cropland trends continue to decline, traditional CRP faces an 
increasingly uphill battle.  Our policy folks have a tough job ahead of them in the next few months, and 
we wish them luck. 
 
 

Pheasant-relevant Media 
Pheasant survey predicts another year of good hunting for most of Iowa 
2023 saw Iowa’s best pheasant harvest in 16 years 
Bill reauthorizes Michigan’s pheasant release program until 2031 
Joel Pedersen named president and CEO of Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 
With flannel, football and pheasants, Harris and Walz make a play for Trump territory 
Three key findings from first-of-its-kind study on NRCS conservation practices and U.S. pollinators 
Here’s how much cropland could be freed up if Americans ate half as much meat 
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Trivia Answer   
Carl Linnaeus originally gave helmeted guineafowl the binomial name Phasianus meleagris in 1758.  The 
word meleagris is Greek for guineafowl, and early European colonists in North America apparently 
confused wild turkeys with their distant African cousins and named them accordingly.  Jobling (2010) 
noted, “the names Turkeycock and Turkeyhen were used for guineafowl in the 16th and early 17th 
centuries because they were brought from Africa to Europe through the Ottoman or Turkish 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/DNR-News-Releases/ArticleID/5132/Pheasant-survey-predicts-another-year-of-good-hunting-for-most-of-Iowa
https://www.iowadnr.gov/idnr/About-DNR/DNR-News-Releases/ArticleID/5119/2023-saw-Iowas-best-pheasant-harvest-in-16-years
https://www.outdoornews.com/2024/08/11/bill-reauthorizes-michigans-pheasant-release-program-until-2031/
https://www.theoutdoorwire.com/releases/6d040cf0-4d17-4fd1-acc5-daf39efd512a?emci=b7bf41ac-9859-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=cad1a839-e05b-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=1730541
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/flannel-football-pheasants-harris-walz-make-play-trump-territory-rcna167816
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/three-key-findings-from-first-of-its-kind-study-on-nrcs-conservation-practices-and-us?utm_campaign=0904conservation&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://grist.org/food-and-agriculture/heres-how-much-cropland-could-be-freed-up-if-americans-ate-half-as-much-meat/
https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.14346
https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.14346
https://doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.22662
https://doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.22662
https://doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.22660
https://doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.22660
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2024.109248
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2024.109248


dominions.”  So, we call turkeys “turkeys” today because guineafowl came to Europe through Turkey – 
makes perfect sense.  Helmeted guineafowl are now Numida meleagris. 
 
In 1992, Sports Illustrated swimsuit model and covert ornithologist Christie Brinkley coauthored a paper 
on the use of helmeted guineafowl in controlling backyard ticks.  Don’t believe me?  See for yourself.  
Back when it came out, I wrote her for a reprint but she never responded – the snob.  (And if you have a 
master’s in biology but don’t know what a reprint is, congratulations on being young.) 
 
 
 
This update is brought to you by the National Wild Pheasant Conservation Plan and Partnerships.  Our mission is to 
foster science-based, socially-supported policies and programs that enhance wild pheasant populations, provide 
recreational opportunities to pheasant hunters, and support the economics and social values of communities.  You 
can find us on the web at https://nationalpheasantplan.org. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20091007021053/http:/www.guineafowl.com/fritsfarm/guineas/ticks/tickstudy.pdf
https://nationalpheasantplan.org/

