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Trivia Question 
True or false:  According to the authors of a recent peer-reviewed publication, scientists using artificial 
intelligence to decode the meaning of whale vocalizations may be violating the whales’ privacy rights. 

 
 

USDA and Legislative News 
The House Agriculture Committee passed their version of a farm bill on May 23rd with a mainly party-line 
33-21 vote.  The bill now moves to the full House, but reports are that a vote is not expected until 

September at the earliest.  The Senate Agriculture Committee has not yet offered its version of the bill. 
 
During committee debate in the House, Democratic members were adamant that the Republican’s 

version of the bill would not pass in the Senate and called for more compromise on four main sticking 
points, including calls to: 

• Restore requirements that conservation money from the Inflation Reduction Act focus on 
climate-smart practices. 

• Keep the USDA secretary’s status quo authority over the Commodity Credit Corporation. 

• Restore $27 billion in funding over 10 years to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP). 

• Include language to ensure meatpackers with USDA contracts follow child-labor laws. 

 
The most contentious exchanges involved the SNAP provisions, the two sides repeating differing 

opinions ad nauseum about whether they represented true cuts to benefits or not.  Republicans claim 
the changes will reduce SNAP waste, fraud, and abuse, and have directed the purported savings into 
commodity title programs.  If they relent on this point, both sides will have to agree on if and how to 

fund the commodity title increases some other way, which in theory could include pulling money from 
the conservation title.  I haven’t seen this suggested by anyone yet, but the money for that kind of 
compromise would have to come from somewhere. 

 
The Farm Service Agency began authorizing the continuous CRP offers they received earlier this year in 

the first “batching period.”  Next two batching periods end June 10th and July 12th, and the deadline to 
submit a continuous offer this fiscal year is July 31st.  Batching of continuous offers is necessary to 
ensure that general, Grasslands, and continuous enrollments collectively remain below the statutory 

acreage cap. 
 

 

Notes from Around the Pheasant Range 
Congratulations to Alex Solem (Technical Committee, South Dakota), former Tech Committee member 

Travis Runia, and their South Dakota State University colleagues for their new publication on 
management of CRP to enhance brood habitat benefits.  Of the management methods tested, 
interseeding and herbicide application provided the best brood habitat outcomes and were most 

associated with weight gain of human-imprinted pheasant chicks.  You can check it out here. 

https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/21148-thompson-lays-out-possible-timing-for-farm-bill-hits-democratic-opposition
https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2024/05/house-ag-committee-advances-contentious-farm-bill/
https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2024/05/house-ag-committee-advances-contentious-farm-bill/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/crp_1026.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://doi.org/10.1002/wsb.1521


 
Last week, the FDA approved Safe-Guard (fenbendazole) “for the treatment and control of 

gastrointestinal worms in wild quail,” based on research out of Texas Tech University – thanks to Jeff 
Prendergast (Technical Committee, Kansas) for passing the word along.  I assume this is the same active 

ingredient as in a product being marketed as “QuailGuard,” which will apparently be available later this 
summer.  Although the USDA approval specifically mentions gastrointestinal worms as the target of 
treatment, the QuailGuard marketing information suggests it is effective on eyeworms, too, which 

would align with the research on both parasites coming out of the Rolling Plains Quail Research 
Foundation.  One would hope that the next step would be a rigorous field test of the effects of 
medicated feed on bobwhite population size –that is what those who are skeptical of the parasite 

hypothesis are waiting to see. 
 

The American Ornithological Society is pumping the brakes on its proposal to rename all North American 
birds named after individual people (e.g., Gambel’s quail, Cooper’s hawk, etc.).  They received a public 
petition with 2,500 signatures urging them to undertake this task in 2020, and after much deliberation, 

announced their intention to do so in November 2023.  This quickly became the culture war topic of 
note in everyone’s news feed for a day or two.  AOS subsequently received another public petition with 
6,000 signatures, and a formal resolution signed by 231 AOS Fellows, requesting them to reconsider 

their decision, which they have decided to do.  For now, it looks like they are considering changes on a 
case-by-case basis; you can read their explanation of the new process they are following here.  It’s hard 

to predict if the long-deceased Mr. Gambel and Mr. Montezuma will be deemed good people or bad 
people, so we may or may not eventually get new names for our western quail grand slam members. 
 

Finally, for most states, the peak of the pheasant hatch usually occurs this month.  According to the 
national drought map, things look pretty good compared to last year.  Let’s hope the rest of the summer 
treats us well, and that Kansas and New Mexico get some rain. 

 

https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/cvm-updates/fda-approves-first-drug-use-wild-quail#:~:text=Today%20the%20U.S.%20Food%20and,parasites%20in%20wild%20quail%20populations.
https://www.quailsafe.com/copy-of-fortified-feed
https://www.quailresearch.org/parasite-work/
https://www.quailresearch.org/parasite-work/
https://americanornithology.org/english-bird-names/aos-pilot-project-to-change-harmful-english-common-bird-names/


Pheasant-relevant Media 
Share your pheasant and turkey sightings with Minnesota DNR 

Sparks fly over SNAP at contentious markup of House farm bill 
What you need to know about the key difference between the House and Senate versions of the Farm 

Bill 
These people aren’t serious about our most basic enterprise: food 
Fetterman pledges to emulate Tuberville, “jam” Farm Bill over SNAP cut attempts 

Farmers are now being offered $1,000 per acre or more to lease their land for solar 
Pheasants are 'queer' says Hastings museum 
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Trivia Answer   
True.  Ryan and Bossert (2024) contend that decoding whale vocalizations is ethically troubling because 

the whales haven’t consented to this potential infringement of their privacy rights.  They also warn AI 
researchers, apparently without irony, “not to fall victim to anthropomorphizing their findings.”  

Hmmm. 
 
 

 
This update is brought to you by the National Wild Pheasant Conservation Plan and Partnerships.  Our mission is to 
foster science-based, socially-supported policies and programs that enhance wild pheasant populations, provide 
recreational opportunities to pheasant hunters, and support the economics and social values of communities.  You 
can find us on the web at https://nationalpheasantplan.org. 
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